
• 13% of officials have been assaulted by either a fan, coach or player.

• Two recreation league soccer officials in Utah and Michigan died after being 

punched by players (2014-2016).

• Nearly 48% of male officials and 45% of female officials have felt unsafe or feared 
for their safety in connection to officiating.

• 57% of responding officials feel that sportsmanship is getting worse.

• 24 states already have assault legislation, civil statues and/or supportive resolutions 
protecting and supporting sports officials.

• Butch Cope, KHSAA, says they are seeing about 100 fewer officials each year. In 
part, because of the treatment of these sports officials.

• In Kentucky, the number of sports officials has dropped from 4,299 to 3,678 in recent 
years—this is the lowest it has been since 2002.

• KHSAA officials have steadily decreased by 15% since the 2012-2013 season.

○ These numbers are specific for Kentucky, but this has been the case across the 

entire country.
• Most new officials quit within 1 to 3 years; this has pushed the average age of 

officials to 53 years old.





This problem spans across all races, genders, and ethnicities.


